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The Japanese government is supporting
the development of garbage collection system
in ljevan

On 26 January, at the Armenian Red Cross Society (ARCS)
Headquarters, Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of Japan to the Republic of Armenia, H.E. Mr. Jun
Yamada and ARCS President Mkhitar Mnatsakanyan signed
the " Cleaning City — Changing Minds" program, in the
frames of which the waste management system of ljevan city
of Tavush region will be improved.

Mayor of ljevan City, representatives of the RA Ministry of
Territorial Administration and Infrastructure, and Tavush
Regional administration attended the event as well.

With the support of the Japan Government, Armenian Red Cross
Society will place 240 trash bins in ljevan and provide one trash-
collecting car to City Municipality, which will ensure further
technical service of garbage collection.

“This kind of programs aimed at increasing the resilience and
development of communities greatly change the quality of life of
people, significantly changing their way of thinking. The
Armenian Red Cross Society, while implementing its programs,
aims to change minds and behavior, cultivating humanitarian
values, and this particular one is no exception in this regard, - Dr,
Mkhitar Mnatsakanyan, ARCS President said. “We have an
experience of successful cooperation with the Government of
Japan, so | am confident in the effectiveness of this program as
well”.

Ambassador Yamada, in his turn, highlighted that the improved
infrastructure, proper waste management practices and
increased awareness of environmental protection will lead
towards sustainable development path for Armenia. Ambassador
Yamada also stressed that this assistance will not only become a
step towards improvement of environmental security of Armenia
but also will become a strong bond and embodiment of friendship
and mutual sympathy which traditionally form the very foundation
of Japan — Armenia relations.
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In 2020, ljevan city municipality has approached ARCS to assist
in the improvement of waste management. Garbage collection
process development, through the “Cleaning City — Changing
Minds” program implementation, directed to community
resilience raising, will promote environment conditions
improvement and disaster risk reduction.

In the 90s the waters of the Aghstev River passing through ljevan
were polluted by the Dilijan Impulse Plant and ljevan carpet-
weaving plant. Now there are no industrial enterprises polluting
the river, but there is a need of system change, which will prevent
the river to be contaminated and clogged by household waste,
creating risks of flooding.

Iranian Red Crescent provides humanitarian
aid to Armenian Red Cross Society to help
people displaced as a result of
Nagorno Karabakh conflict escalation

On May 12 Deputy Ambassador of the Islamic Republic of Iran to
the Republic of Armenia Mr Ali Mohammad Mottaghi visited the
headquarters of the Armenian Red Cross Society (ARCS) and
was received by ARCS Secretary General Anna Yeghia-
zaryan.

The Iranian Red Crescent provided humanitarian aid to the
Armenian Red Cross Society to help the people displaced as a
result of Nagorno Karabakh conflict escalation. The aid in-cludes
1600 blankets, 400 sets of kitchen utensils and around 15 000
medical items handed to the National Burn Center.

“We thank our partner of the Government of the Islamic Republic
of Iran for cooperation and the National Society for the support.
Our cooperation with the Iranian Red Crescent has a long history,
and | am sure that we will continue to cooperate in the future for
the benefit of the vulnerable groups,” said Mrs. Yeghiazaryan in
her welcoming speech.
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Speaking about the Iranian-Armenian friendly ties, including the
cooperation between the two countries in difficult situations, Mr.
Mottaghi expressed his sympathy to the people affected as a
result of the recent escalation of the the Nagorno Karabakh
conflict and praised the efforts of the Armenian Red Cross
Society in supporting over one hundred thousand people
displaced as a result of the war. He wished success in the efforts
of helping the affected people and other humanitarian initiatives.

Referring to the continuation of cooperation between the two
countries in the difficult circumstances of the past year, the
Deputy Ambassador expressed hope that the friendly
cooperation between the Red Crescent Society of the Islamic
Republic of Iran and the Armenian Red Cross Society will further
expand.
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"EU 4Youth: fostering employability" closed

4300 young people living in Gegharkunik and Tavush regions
participated in the EU-funded "EU 4Youth: fostering
employability" program activities carried out by the Armenian Red
Cross Society in 2018-2021. 60 young people received support to
realize their business ideas, 133 volunteers and 70 organizations
were involved, 4 youth clubs were established.

The closing ceremony of the program took place on March
30 at the Marriott Armenia Hotel, where the organizers, the
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youth and community representatives summarized the
achievements of 3 years.

The objective of the program was to give opportunities to young
people with limited opportunities in the regions to become
competitive in the labor market.

To that end in the first stage in 2018 a labor market and youth
needs assessment survey was conducted, on the basis of which
the directions of educational-information support were set up.
“We can assure that we have made a difference in the lives of
these young people,” said Katarina Vardanyan, Head of the
ARCS Youth, Volunteer and Membership Department, who
coordinated the program during three years. “Our youth clubs will
go on for the young people of Dilijan, ljevan, Gavar and Sevan, as
centers for discussing and implementing new ideas. We thank all
our partners for supporting us and encouraging our youth over
the years.”

Mentors worked with the members of the clubs, using innovative
methods, 684 people participated in the online courses on
"Professional Orientation and career", and the number of views
was about 20,000. 2 camps for 60 participants were organized
in the subject of “Promoting Entrepreneurship" as well as a
Hackathon of Business ideas.

"If it were not for this program, | would not have had the
opportunity to get the knowledge and get a job," said Sarmen,
head of ljevan Youth Club.

"l had a dream to have a youth club, to motivate young people.
Thanks to the Red Cross, my dream came true," says Anahit,
who runs the Sevan club.

The event was also attended by representatives of the
communities and partner organizations, who in their speeches
praised the effectiveness of the program for the youth of the
communities, as the knowledge and skills they received were
diverse, and the involvement of young people in community life
has increased significantly.
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The program was developed by the Danish Red Cross in
cooperation with Armenian, Georgian and Belarusian Red Cross
national societies.

ARCS awarded "Best Volunteer Initiative
of the Year 2020"

On March 20, the Armenian Red Cross Society was awarded the
"Best Volunteer Initiative of the Year 2020" award for its volunteer
work during the Covid-19 pandemic at the "Armenian Volunteer
Bank" Youth NGO "Best volunteer 2020" award ceremony.

In her speech, Katarina Vardanyan, Head of the ARCS Youth,
Volunteering, Membership Department, spoke about the role of
volunteer work for the public and the tremendous work carried out
by the ARCS volunteers during the pandemic.

The award aims to encourage individuals and organizations who
have volunteered and succeeded in various fields, emphasizing
the importance and necessity of volunteering in the development
of both individuals and the country. It has been held since
2017.

ARCS First aid and Disaster Response
teams participated in RA MES simulation
drill for firefighters

Collapse, fire, traffic accident. Within the framework of cooperation
between the Armenian Red Cross Society (ARCS) and the
Russian-Armenian Humanitarian Response Center the

ARCS FirstAid and Disaster Response Teams participated in the
May 26 Earthquake Emergency Response Exercise.

The aim of the exercise was to increase the training of fire-
rescuers, to work out the organizational and practical parts of the
joint rescue work, to show the capabilities of the Russian-
Armenian Humanitarian Response Center.

Nikolay Grechushkin, the Deputy Minister of Civil Defense,
Emergency Situations and Natural Disasters of the Russian
Federation, ArkadyBalyan, the Deputy Minister of Emergency
Situations of the Republic of Armenia, Anna Yeghiazaryan, the
Secretary General of the ARCS, and the leadership of the
RAHRC were present at the training.
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First aid boxes to schools and preschools
of the country

In March - May the Armenian Red Cross Society has provided
1955 first aid kits to 526 pre-schools, cultural institutions and 1078
schools in all the regions of the country. Itis planned to provide first
aid kits to Yerevan schools and preschools in the near future.

Armenian Red Cross Society conducted
trainings on "Basics of First Aid"
in Syunik region

The Armenian Red Cross Society conducted trainings on "Basics
of First Aid" in NerkinKhndzoresk, Kornidzor, Davit Bek, Vorotan
and Shurnukh villages of Syunik region. Villagers,
schoolteachers and students learned first aid steps for gunshot
wounds, heavy bleeding, immobilizing fractured limbs, cardio-
pulmonary resuscitation, snake bites and other emergencies, as
well as psychological first aid steps in emergency situations.

All the participants of the training, as well as the medical
centers of the villages, received individual first aid kits and bags.
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ARCS Response to
Covid-19 pandemic

The following have been carried out:

e Risk communication and public awareness (over 1 million
people)

e Provision of protective items (about 1 million masks, alco-
spray, FA boxes)

e Humanitarian aid: food and hygiene items (about 33,000
people)

e Psycho-Social support through the hotline (more than
40,000 people)

e Support to households (32 households) Reimbursement of
electricity (735 persons), utility bills (16,117 persons), and
rents (435 persons)

e Provision of tablets for the educational process (500
children).

Total cost of the implemented projects makes 2,5 million USD.
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ARCS provides cash assistance to the people
displaced to Armenia as a result
of Nagorno Karabakh conflict escalation

14 000 people who arrived in Armenia as a result of the esca-
lation of the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict in the autumn of 2020 will
receive AMD 68 000 one - time assistance from Armenian Red
Cross Society (ARCS) in July (AMD 952 min in total).
Having joined the Government of the Republic of Armenia in
realisation of the cash assistance program the Armenian Red
Cross Society provides the mentioned assistance, in coopera-
tion with the Ministry of Labor and Social Affairs and with the
funding support from UNHCR Armenia.
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The displaced persons have registered in advance to be inclu-
ded in the cash assistance program by filling out a relevant
application form on the website of the social service of the
Ministry of Labor and Social Affairs of the Republic of Armenia
(www.dimum.ssa.am).

Joining the cash assistance programs of the Government of the
Republic of Armenia, during the period of October 2020-July
2021, ARCS has provided the total amount of AMD
1,691,323,000 to 38 444 persons displaced from Nagorno-
Karabakh to Armenia. The financial assistance aimed to help the
families to meet their basic needs and support their host families.

There is so much love and warmth here, grandpa Armo

T

Almost 100 elderly people receive hot meals, juice and sweets
three days a week in Masis Soup Kitchen.

With the support of the Swiss Red Cross, the Armenian Red
Cross Society launched the "Food for 4 regions of Armenia"
program in 2017, in Lori, Shirak, Ararat and Armavir regions,
aiming to provide 80 single elderly people in each region with
food packages. Beneficiaries were selected based on clearly
defined needs and criteria. The work was carried out in close
cooperation with the local self-government bodies, especially
with the social affairs departments of the regional administrations
and municipalities.

In the city of Masis in Ararat region, the program was
implemented through the Soup Kitchen.

73-year-old grandpa Armo is meticulous. He says after his wife's
death in 2017 he doesn't like and doesn't try every food prepared
by everyone. But the meals of the Armenain Red Cross are so
tasty and nutritious that he does not miss those days. He, in fact,
looks forward to those days, to the interactions around a friendly
table with peers in the Kitchen. Given the Covid-19 pandemic
restrictions he takes the food home. He himself used to live alone
before the escalation of Nagorno Karabakh conflict. Now the
family of his son, who moved from Hadrut, has joined him. This
food is sufficient for the two grandchildren as well. “If the meals
were not tasty and nutritious, | definitely wouldn't come here. |
would not come if the staff were not clean and friendly. There is so
much love and warmth here that it is worth coming just for that,”
Grandpa Armo says.
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